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Professor Quentin Quirk is the main organizer of the Crowninshield Club.
He is a lecturer in Medieval European history and American (Colonial) history at Miskatonic University, and the author of several books about the history of witchcraft, including one well-reviewed work on the Salem witch trials.
He is approximately 65 years old, and very energetic and healthy, although frail and small of build.  He has no plans for retiring.
He leases the Crowninshield house from the family of the late Edward Derby for the use of the club, and pays the salary of a full-time maintenance/groundskeeper and his wife (who keeps the kitchen well-stocked).  Quirk’s personal fortune (his family being quite well off) allow him to absorb this cost without much stress.  Quirk also has a house near the Miskatonic campus.
Quirk is a lifelong bachelor with no children, although he has numerous brothers, sisters, nieces, and nephews.
Quirk has a friendly, familiar personality, and is very open with his thoughts and opinions, and encourages the same in others.  
In the informal Club meetings, Quirk encourages the members to share stories, encourages speculation and investigation, and in general fosters an open, non-judgmental atmosphere.
Quirk founded the Crowninshield Club as an off-campus and informal organization after a falling out with the head librarian of the Rare Books Collection at Miskatonic, Dr. Henry Armitage.  This was the result of Armitage’s policy of restricting access to Miskatonic’s collection of occult works to those he personally clears.  This in turn was the result of a series of unfortunate events resulting in several deaths and permanent madness among members of the Arkham community.
The feud with Armitage continues to this day, as Armitage makes no secret of his dismay at Quirk’s encouraging members of the Club to seek knowledge of the paranormal and supernatural.
Quirk has stocked the reading rooms at the Crowninshield house with a number of derivative works on topics of interest to the Club, including the complete published works of Randolph Carter.  A locked room (Quirk with the only key) contains a few originals (though nothing like the collection in Miskatonic’s Rare Books collection).  The house also contains a museum’s worth of odd archaeological and anthropological artifacts from all over the world, as well as a wealth of standard reference tomes and maps.
Quirk also has in his personal collection the journals of Randolph Carter, as well as manuscripts from some of his unpublished works.
