	Marvel Campaign Timeline

	Ancient

	Millions of years ago
	· Skrull collective develops

· Skrull master FTL technique using “Negative Zone,” aka Matter Matrix

	100,000 years ago
	· Kree species uplifted by Skrull

· Kree-Skrull War begins

	20,000 years ago
	· Kree discover Earth – create Inhuman race to be soldiers in the War; Kree return every once in a while to “harvest” soldiers

· Kree establish Blue Area on moon as a way station.  Kree Sentry installed as a defense mechanism.

	20,000 years ago
	· Inhumans establish Great Refuge in Himalayas.

	10,000 years ago
	· Hyborean Age:  set up by Kang as a kind of mystic society.  Kang was eventually driven out, and a succession of sorcerers (Kulan Gath, Thulsa Doom, etc.) wrecked the civilization.  Artifacts and knowledge from this time create problems throughout the ages.

	5,000 years ago
	· Reign of Rama-Tut (an identity assumed by Kang) during Egypt’s Old Kingdom period

	Near Past

	1900
	· Reinstein/Erskine and others leave the Great Refuge circa 1900 due to scientific curiosity about the outside world.

· Rogue Inhumans found a monastery in Tibet to experiment with Kree-forbidden technologies.  They’re forbidden because they’re either used by the Skrull or don’t fit within the Kree aesthetic.  These include: astral projection, advanced hypnotism, mind-switching, cybernetic control, and mental control over energy fields (sorcery).

· One of the rogue Inhumans goes off on his own and focuses on sorcery.  He collects artifacts from Hyborean times (Book of Vishanti, Eye of Agamotto, amulets, cloaks, etc.).  This is the Ancient One.  He establishes a main base in the K’un-L’un mountains, trains a succession of Iron Fists, has a house in NYC, and trains various disciples.

	1930-1941
	· Reinstein/Erskine experiments with making regular humans into Kree soldiers.  Most of his experiments (in the 1930s) are a failure, but succeeds with Captain America.  He is immediately killed thereafter.

	1941
	· Captain America created as a foil against the Nazi Red Skull

	1944
	· Franklin Storm born

	1945
	· Captain America frozen (in suspended animation) after battle with Baron Zemo

	1948
	· Nathaniel Richards born

	1950
	· Karl Mordo born

	1953
	· Ulysses Klaw born

	1960
	· Stephen Strange born

	1965
	· Charles Xavier born

· Max (Magnus) Eisenhardt born

	1970
	· Zhang Tong “The Mandarin” born

	1979
	· Franklin Storm hosts first “round table” discussions on managed futurism

	1980
	· Reed Richards born
· Ben Grimm born

· Tony Stark born

· Victor von Doom born

· Hank Pym born

· Advanced Idea Mechanics (AIM) founded as a futurist organization.  Founders include:  Franklin Storm, Vernon van Dyne, Ulysses Klaw, Arthur Molekovic, and Bolivar Trask.

	1980-1990
	· AIM funds independent researchers such as Nathaniel Richards, Herbert Edgar Wyndham, Robert Grayson, and others.

	1983
	· Nathaniel Richards was brought in by NATO to examine the remains of some sort of lab owned by international criminal Cynthia von Doom.  Rejecting the “sorcerous” aspects of the artifacts, he did discover a nascent projector that seemed to be drawing on a kind of vacuum energy.

· Powered by conventional electricity, Nathaniel Richards’ experimental model worked surprisingly well at creating anti-matter.  The explosion was quite impressive.  Richards theorized the existence of a “Negative Zone.”  (This was really an access to the Skrull Matter Matrix.)
· Waves of mutagenic radiation spreads over Earth as a result of the Negative Zone portal opening.  Many humans in adolescence (Xavier, Magnus, Logan) become mutants at this point.  Many humans born thereafter become mutants.

· Nathaniel Richards believed the opening of the Negative Zone had something to do with the appearance of monstrous mutations that year (Fin Fang Foom, the Living Colossus, Giganto).  He worked with AIM founder Ulysses Klaw and his group of mercenaries and scientists to fight the so-called “mutant monsters.”

	1984
	· Arthur Molekovic lures the remaining “mutant monsters” to an island in the Pacific, where AIM thenceforth maintains an observation and research base. This becomes known within AIM as “Monster Island.”

	1987
	· Charles Xavier graduates from Bard College with degrees in biochemistry and education; one of his teachers is Robert Gray

	1986
	· Young neurosurgeon Stephen Strange in car accident.  Finds Ancient One and begins training as his disciple.

	1987-92
	· Xavier receives advanced degrees in psychiatry, biology (his telepathy helps him learn faster – his actual intelligence is far greater than he lets on to his peers and teachers)

	1988
	· Nathaniel Richards works with Franklin Storm to create a second prototype Negative Zone portal.

· T’Challa born

	1988-1996
	· Nathaniel Richards creates a physical model of the Negative Zone, realizes its potential for power generation, travel, and communication.  Postulates that alien civilizations already use the Negative Zone, and determines to contact them.

	1990
	· Susan Storm born

· Jessica Drew born

· AIM creates first “science teams.” These are the forerunners of the experimental societies later on. Such concepts as sequestering, strict behavioral standards within the group, and the distinctive “beekeeper” uniform are developed.

	1990-2000
	· AIM recruits more members into its inner circle, including: Otto Octavius, Calvin Szabo, Arnim Zola, Justin Hammer, Sebastian Shaw, Lawrence Trask (Bolivar’s son), William Stryker, Harlan Stryker.

	1992
	· Xavier and mutant researcher Moira MacTaggart fall in love; their affair lasts only briefly, but they remain close friends and colleagues from that time on.

	1992
	· Proteus born

· Ororo Munroe born

· Scott Summers born

	1993
	· Jean Grey born

· Alex Summers born

	1993-2001
	· Xavier travels the world, seeking out fellow mutants

	1994
	· Johnny Storm born

· Peter Parker born

	1996
	· Dr. Strange establishes his Sanctum Sanctorum in Greenwich Village, a base to fight against the influences of Kang/Mephisto, as well as Mordo, Hyborean remnants, and other extraterrestrial sorcerers.

· Nathaniel Richards travels into the Negative Zone and does not return.  The portal is shut down and the lab abandoned.

	1998
	· Ororo orphaned; eventually taken in by the Prince of Thieves of Cairo

	1998-2002
	· Atomic Knights at Columbia - students recruited by Franklin Storm to form an advanced learning group:  Henry “Hank” Pym, Bruce Banner, Reed Richards, Tony Stark, and Victor von Doom

	2000
	· Xavier briefly meets Ororo when she picks his pocket in Cairo (she is approximately 8 years old)
· In Cairo, Xavier fights a psychic battle with the “Shadow King”
· Reed Richards re-creates a Negative Zone portal at Columbia U, intending to use it as the basis of a warp drive

· AIM copies Reed Richards’ portal for its own experimentation.

· Arthur Molekovic and Arnim Zola work from both Richards’ design notes and create new hypotheses about biochemistry.  They use AIM’s portal to purposefully replicate designs onto lower life forms.  They don’t understand that the source of the “designs” is the Skrull, thinking it has to do with what’s fed into the Portal.  Molekovic creates the Moloids, and Zola creates a number of strange mutations (similar to the 1983 outbreak).

	2001
	· Xavier meets a mutant called Magnus and forms a close friendship

· Cable arrives from future; AIM (led by Ulysses Klaw) attempts to steal Graymalkin, but Cable resists them with help from Xavier and Magnus; Cable vanishes and creates Nick Fury identity

· Victor von Doom uses Richards’ portal in an attempt to rescue his mother, using a sorcerous artifact stolen from Dr. Strange as a power source.  Victor von Doom injured in the resulting explosion.  (Doom would later hypothesize that the enchanted gems known as “Blackbeard’s Treasure” would provide a much better power source for the Portal.)

· Victor von Doom vanishes after mishap

· Mole Man creates an entire Subterranea using moloids and colossal machinery (stolen Stark designs).  AIM begins using Subterranea for laboratories and experimental societies.  The Mole Man becomes more and more of a recluse, retiring from active participation in AIM.
· Other Atomic Knights successfully shut down Victor’s lab:  Reed Richards uses Victor’s experimental models to develop a new theory of cybernetics, the basis of the control systems for Pym’s ant-controller, SHIELD’s LMDs, Iron Man’s armor, Doom’s androids, and many of AIM’s devices.

	2002
	· Scott and Alex Summers supposedly orphaned when their parents’ airplane is attacked by unknown forces
· Stark International founded – Tony Stark is 22

· von Doom finds secret monastery of Inhumans, becomes Dr. Doom

· Moira MacTaggart, with help from Xavier and Magnus, founds the Muir Island Research Center for the study of human mutation

· Arnim Zola becomes the leader of an AIM base in Central America, specializing in biological experimentation (one of his more drastic experiments is on himself). Zola creates the method and specifications of the MODOC project.

	2003
	· Jean Grey manifests psionic powers at age 10; helped by Xavier & Magnus

· Hank Pym marries Maria, who dies shortly thereafter; Hank retreats into his miniaturized and cloaked lab

· Reed Richards, bankrolled by Franklin Storm, begins hyper-light project

· Bruce Banner begins R&D work for the US Dept. of Defense

· Xavier and Magnus build Cerebro at Xavier’s estate. Magnus re-creates Xavier’s estate, turning it into a training camp for a mutant army.  Xavier agrees that mutants should be invited there, but not forged into a military unit.  Magnus reluctantly relents – together, they begin planning a school.

	2004
	· Through Cerebro, Xavier learns that mutants are being kidnapped; they find that William Stryker, ostensibly working for the US government but really an agent of AIM – is kidnapping young mutants and brainwashing them into soldier-drones.  (Franklin Storm is responsible for the lapse in the psionic shielding that allows Xavier to pinpoint the base. He had moral qualms about Stryker’s project, but did not want a confrontation within AIM.)  Xavier and Magnus confront Stryker and destroy his base. Magnus kills Stryker, leading to an argument between Magnus and Xavier.  Magnus departs. Xavier returns the mutant children to their parents and accelerates his plans for the School for the Gifted.
· Xavier learns of mutant children again being kidnapped, this time by Sentinels (1st generation).  This turns out to be a trap for him laid by “Lucifer” – another AIM agent, actually Harlan Stryker, William’s brother.  Storm objected both to revealing the Sentinels and to the “seeking of petty revenge,” but he was overruled by AIM members who wished to gain control of the world’s most powerful telepath. Xavier manages to destroy Lucifer’s underground base and rescue the children, but his spine is permanently injured.
· With help during his convalescence from MacTaggart and several others, Xavier’s School for the Gifted opens.  Xavier personally recruits his first students:  Scott Summers, Hank McCoy, Warren Worthington, among others.  Eventually the student body swells to dozens.
· Denied the use of Xavier as a test subject, Arnim Zola revises the MODOC project to assume the use of a normal human.

	2004-9
	· Xavier begins to clandestinely fight against the growing anti-mutant sentiment in the US congress.  He successfully blocks the Mutant Registration Act (MRA).  He learns that the originator of that proposed legislation is anthropologist Bolivar Trask. Trask and Xavier meet several times to debate the “mutant question.” They are impressed with each other’s intellect and ultimate good intentions, but are nonetheless implacable foes.

	2005
	· Dr. Doom conquers Latveria

	2006
	· Ulysses Klaw leads a mercenary army in the name of AIM to seize control of rare mineral deposits in central Africa in Wakanda territory.  Slays the chief and enslaves the people.  T’Challa takes on the mantle of the Black Panther and rises against Klaw.

· Klaw uses the ‘vibranium’ from Wakanda to energize a Negative Zone device (plans given to him by Franklin Storm).  The device changes him to a sonic-based warshape.

· T’Challa, aided by Fury and his Howling Commandos, expel AIM forces.

· T’Challa sets up the Kingdom of the Wakandas and begins campaign to bring order to central Africa.  Though Klaw is infuriated, Storm is pleased that advancement has begun and orders AIM to aid Wakanda.

· Dr. Strange maneuvers UN charter draft, enlists aid of Tony Stark, Xavier, and Reed Richards.  Tells them that in the future, they will all face Doom.

· SHIELD founded by UN charter; Nicholas Fury 1st director – his “Howling Commandos” are given agent status; SHIELD compromised by AIM from the beginning – Fury knows but is treading carefully; sets up Graymalkin as the “helicarrier”

· Xavier’s School for the Gifted founded

· Scott Summers mutant powers develop at age 13; recruited by Xavier as first student at new school

	2007
	· Vernon van Dyne locates the reclusive Hank Pym in the hopes of recruiting him to AIM, but is murdered by Elihas Starr (“Egghead”) as part of a power conspiracy within AIM.

· Ant-Man and the Wasp become known to the public as adventurers (though their identities are secret).

· After the death of Vernon van Dyne, Justin Hammer becomes the principle financier of AIM.

	2008
	· Bruce Banner becomes Hulk in gamma bomb mishap

· Tony Stark nearly killed by Mandarin, becomes Iron Man

· Punisher appears in New York City

	2009
	· Reed’s rocket flight – Fantastic Four created

· Due to their violence at Reed Richards’s rocket base, AIM becomes known worldwide as a terrorist organization.

· Thor appears

· Xavier, while successfully blocking the MRA from becoming law, is less successful at stopping the development of the weapon system designed to enforce the MRA – the Sentinels (2nd generation).  He is surprised when Trask suddenly gives up pushing for Sentinel development and the project is shelved.
· Xavier meets two mutants calling themselves Quicksilver and the Scarlet Witch, and from them learns that Magnus, now calling himself Magneto, is gathering a personal army of super-powered mutants known as the Brotherhood. As a counter, Xavier realizes that he must match Magneto’s force with force – he hand-picks several students to be trained as the fighting force called the X-Men: Cyclops, Phoenix, Storm, Nightcrawler, Wolverine, and (when he turned 16) Colossus. Many other students have their educational programs subtly shifted so that they might be future X-Men.

	2010
	· Fantastic Four #1 – Reed is 30, Ben is 26, Sue is 20, Johnny is 16

· X-Men #1 – Cape Citadel Incident
· Spider-Man appears in New York City – Peter Parker is 16

· Avengers #1

	Future

	
	· Victor von Doom masters the Skrull Matter Matrix as well as Kree technology, becomes Kang/Mephisto

· Kang conquers Earth in the future, uses Earth as a base to overthrow the Kree and incorporate their resources – travels through time in several instances to accelerate Doom’s mastery of alien tech

· Kang, with the Kree as soldiers, conquers the Skrull Collective, becomes the overlord of the galaxy

· Kang incorporates all known life into the Matter Matrix, becomes Mephisto

· Mephisto sends emulations into specific past time-points, in an effort to influence history to strengthen his own probability-stream:  this includes sending technology to Cynthia von Doom; and fighting his own younger self on several occasions


Mandarin (PL10)

Devices:  Ultimo, “Death” satellite

Minions: The Hand

Rings:  Ice Blast, Vortex/Tornado, Disintegrator, Darkforce, Mental Controller, Lightning, Heat, Light/Laser/Gravity Intensifier, Matter Rearranger, Concussion

Lethal Legion (PL10): Blizzard, Whiplash, Grey Gargoyle, Whirlwind, Living Laser

Technobabble

The Skrull Negative Zone, aka Matter Matrix:

· Primary means of binding the interstellar Skrull Collective

· Hyperspace domain

· Information can travel far faster than speed-of-light; interstellar, even intergalactic, communication possible

· Energy transmissions can replicate patterns in target matter (source of mutation)

· Used as a mainframe by the Skrull

· Used as a transporter by the Skrull

· Matter “fed” into the Zone can be made to reappear as anti-matter
Reed’s warp drive

· First activation of the Portal bring the ship into the Zone as anti-matter

· Conventional thrusters in Zone

· Second activation of the Portal brings the ship back into positive space as regular matter

Skrull Warshapes

Typical Skrull methodology is to send a probe to a new system that would then build a Negative Zone portal.  The portal would then re-arrange on-hand matter into appropriate warshapes, and assimilation would begin.

On Earth, the Negative Zone portal was indigenous (actually inspired by Kang):  the Collective did not send a purposeful, targeted transmission.  Instead, Earth received random (and corrupted) “leaked” transmissions. 

So, no true warshapes appeared on Earth, but many mutations came about.  No warshape “programming” appeared until AIM accidentally downloaded such from their copied portal. (FF#2)

	Mandarin
	· Origin

· How did he get those rings? Hyborean artifacts?

· Battle against Fin Fang Foom, Nathaniel Richards

· Growth of underground empire

· Attempted takeover of Stark International

· Current plots: takeover of mainland China

	Latveria
	· Takeover – robot army cordons off a mountain valley

· Local army defeated

· Initial press reaction – “it’s a rebellion in an unimportant place”

· After stories of the army’s defeat, the press focus was on Doom’s technological wonders

· As a more general military build-up happened, the press began to call for negotiations; they tried to find out the “story” of the rebels – they found an armor-wearing dictator calling himself Dr. Doom

· The press thought the story was sensational, and devoted much attention to Doom – the consensus was that he was some kind of technological genius who decided to do something about local corruption (a good thing), but that he’s gone “too far” in insisting on Latverian sovereignty (a bad thing), and that what needs to happen now is negotiation

· The European militaries saw things differently, though they did not admit this in public (nor were they asked by the press – the Latverian incident was seen as a diplomatic one).  They began to panic, and called in American advisors.

· Doom appeared to the secret military assessment meetings and explained his countermeasures.  All European governments immediately halted their public protests.

· The few reporters allowed in to Latveria reported massive construction and rebuilding – it seemed a “perfect” kingdom was being built, and the citizens were materially very well off and cared for … but not much liberty.
· Some central European countries were the first to purchase Latverian armaments, which gave them an immediate tactical superiority over their neighbors.

· Immediately, a new arms race was launched in Europe, much to the dismay of the press and the leftist classes.

· Latveria began making arms contracts all over the world, edging out Russia, China, and the US in several markets.

· 

	Mutant Question
	· the mutant monsters of 1983

· growing fear of human mutants in the late 90s (why?)

	Kang
	· 
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